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the author(s) and provided they do not alter or modify the 
article.

3.8. Author contributions
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should be provided during the submission. For more details on 
CRediT, see https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/
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3.9. Conflict of interest 
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3.10. Funding
Any financial support (funds) received for the study must be 
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3.11 Ethical statement
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committee approval and the approval number should be stated. 
For human subjects, an informed consent should also be 
retained by the author and documented in the paper. In 
exceptional circumstances (for example if a legal issue arises), 
the journal may request copies of the consents or evidence that 
such consents have been obtained. Unless the authors have 
written permission from the patient, the personal details of any 
patient included in any part of the article and in any 
supplementary materials must be removed before submission. 
For studies not involving human or animal, it should be stated 
that no ethics approval was needed.

3.12 Data availability
To foster transparency, stating the availability of the data is 
mandatory for the journal. If authors choose to publish their 
data, the data can be placed in a repository of their choice and its 
DOI can be stated in the data availability statement. Other 
options, for example, are to state that "The data will be made 
available upon request" or "The data that has been used is 
confidential and can not be shared." With the data statement, the 
authors can be transparent about the data they used in an article.   

3.13 Supplementary material
Supplementary material such as raw or processed data, 
applications, images, and sound clips, can be published with the 
manuscript. Please supply a concise, descriptive caption for each 
supplementary file. Supplementary files will be published in the 
online version, exactly as they are received. 

3.14. English proofing
Articles should be written in English (using American English 
spelling) and the English proofi ng should be taken before 
submission by the author.

3.15. Submission
Submissions are submitted and reviewed online using the 
Editorial Manager. The system automatically collects some 
information from the uploaded files so that the authors do not 
have to manually input all the information. All the files are 
converted in to a single PDF file to be used in the review 
process. Authors should check the PDF and submission details 
on the system as technical errors may occur. Editable fi es (e.g., 
Word) are required to typeset your article for final publication. 
All correspondence, including notification of the Editor's 
decision and requests for revision, is sent by e-mail which can 
also be checked on the Editorial Manager.

4. Manuscript Preparation

The manuscript file should include the following parts:
- Title page (refer to 4.1.)
- Abstract (refer to 4.2.)
- Keywords (refer to 4.3.)
- Main text
- Acknowledgment (if any)
- Author contributions (mandatory; refer to 3.8.)
- Conflict of interest (mandatory; refer to 3.9.)
- Funding (mandatory; refer to 3.10.)
- Ethical statement (mandatory; refer to 3.11.)
- Data availability (mandatory; refer to 3.12.)
- Supplementary material (if any; refer to 3.13)
- References
- Tables (Tables should be placed at the end of the manuscript.)
- Figure legend

4.1. Title page 
The title page should be compiled to the manuscript as a single 
file. The title page should include: category of paper, article 
title (full title and short running title), full names of all authors,
institutions of authors (indicate all affiliations with a 
superscripted lowercase number after the author’s name and 
in front of the appropriate affiliation), all contributing authors' 
ORCID id numbers, and the corresponding author details 
(name, full address, ORCID number, and e-mail). The journal 
allows up to two co-corresponding authors which should be 
indicated on the title page.

4.2. Abstract 
An abstract is required for the following article 
categories: Review Article, Original Article, Case Report, 
Short Communication, and Study Protocol. Abstracts should 
be no more than 250 words in length. Abstracts for all types 
of articles should be structured, with the section headings: 
Background, Methods, Results, and Conclusion. For Study 
Protocols, abstract section headings should be: Background, 
Methods, Discussion, and Trial registration.

4.3 Keywords

3-5 relevant keywords are required for . For selecting 
keywords, the Medical Subject 
Headings (MeSH) at the U.S. National Library of Medicine, 
https://meshb.nlm.nih.gov/search. 

4.4. Main text
The text for Original Articles, for example, should include the 
following sections: Introduction, Methods, Results, and 

. The Introduction should be as concise 
without subheadings. The Methods section should be
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he Methods, Results and Discussion. Limitations and 
conclusions should be included in Discussion.

4.4.1. Abbreviations
Where a term/definition is continually referred to (i.e. ≥ 3 times 
in the text), write it in full when it first appears, followed by the 
subsequent abbreviation in parentheses (even if it was 
previously defined in the abstract); thereafter, the abbreviation 
can be used. 

4.42. Scientific names

4.4.3. Units
The International System of Units (SI) must be used, with the 
exception of blood pressure values which are to be reported 
in mmHg. Please use the metric system for the expression of 
length, mass, volume, etc.

4.5. References 
Authors are responsible for the accuracy and completeness of 
their references and for correct text citation. 

4.5.1. In the main text, tables and figure legends

• References should be identifi ed using superscripted numbers,
in numerical order, and be placed after punctuation.
• References cited in tables or fi gure legends should be included 
in sequence at the point where the table or fi gure is fi rst
mentioned in the main text.
• Do not cite abstracts unless they are the only available
reference to an important concept. 
• Uncompleted work or work that has not yet been accepted
for publication (i.e., “unpublished observation”, “personal
communication”) should not be cited as references. 
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ed. London: Churchill Livingstone; 2004, p. 615-72. 
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